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OV tive often defied the to forta ttly wuphit 
concefning the obligation, which eve jevet 
in Chriff is der, of fubtnitting to the ne 
m, in ordet to his being 2 575 4 member « 

fr iſtfan church, int ſane argumnier 

Hon. Youalſo told me the. laft time 
your con ; that if 7 e 1 4 hes, 17 . 

— if 5771 t not FS ** c . itt he 

have hee 7 it wilt intirely anfib your 45 * 1. 
And as I find what thoughts. are ready to file in you 
mind from the ſilence of thoſe two worthy Gentlemen, 
to whom you applied; notwithftagding N book  upori 

myſelf every way unequat to fo weighty a debite, T have 

here reli Ne an argument or two, to your, pe- 

rufal, till you receive from them ſome. better 11 5 

on. Nor do I doubt but that, if x 1 


Fand conchifive, you will make the ri 


Know 2 wherein you apprehend t 


infufficient. - | 1 N 
Flook upon ein iti: g. to be 4 pi pag: of 6 of err 7 
in to my l fe, and ſhall therefore before you, fi rf 
Ne ly e | by the tering e 1 
| bids of 1007 I caritiot accou ne thoſe chriſt in; | 
Chrift, who a 
RACER. 
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therefor 

* +; 5 ly Eng c it; was. that 

fe bern . E ſeting t * - 4 
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& namely, a being zorn of water and of t 
entering into the kingdom of Gd. By being born of water, 
I underſtand a being baptized with water, the coming out 
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. heaven and in earth. For to ſuppoſe t 
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e ſpirit, and 


of which wy be the alluſion to our firſt birth: and this 
was a thing ſo well known by the multitudes of diſci- 
ples, who were baptized by! Chrift, and his forerunner 
John, that it needed no'other explanation, or enlargement. 
And you very well know, that both ancient and modern 
e eee ſometimes expreſs the baptiſm of water, 
as well as the change wrought in the believer, by regene- 
ration. It is in the conſtitutions, and by Juſtin Martyr 
called the laver of regeneration, and in ſcripture, the waſh- 
ing of regeneration, Titus iii. 5. 

By being born of the ſpirit, T underſtand that moral 
change made by the, ordinary influences of: the ſpirit of 
God, thro' which every believer ought to paſs, before he 
enters into the viſible church of Chriſt ; and which is ex- 
preſſed by his proſeſſing repentance for fins that are paſt, 
and a holy reſolution to wall in newneſs of life for the fu- 
ture; no longer to live unto himſelf, according to the 


ſinful lt and defires bf the fleſh, and of the mind, but un- 


* ” 


zo Chriſt Jeſus, walking even as he walked, 2 Cor. v. 15. 
Eph. ii. 3. Agreeable to this, the baptiſm of John is 
ſtiled the baptiſm of repentance for the remiſſun of ſms, and 
them therefore, who came to be baptized of him, he ex- 
horted to bring forth fruits meet * repentance, Mat. iii. 1. 
9. 11. Mark. i. 4. Luke iii. 3, 8. And as * the chief 
and principal part of the new birth, ſo our Lord in the 


ſixth and eighth verſes more particularly deſcribes the na- 


- ture and ſpirituality of it, by an apt ſimilitude. 


1 " | ” * 


B entering into the kingdom of God, 1 underſtand a being 


xeceiyed into the viſible church of Chriſt, who is our 


: 


king and lawgiver, by the appointment of God, Ia. ix. 


» 7. The government fall be upon bis Jhoulder 
24 


and he ſays 
himſelf, Matt. xxviii. 18, All power is 


- 


ven unto me, in 


dom of God is meant the kingdom of glory, or everlaſt- 


Z 


ar from doing this, ſo I am 


ing life, would be excluding every unbaptized perſon from 
ber But as Fam very this, 


perſuaded, chat our Lord never intended ibe members of 


ture muſt be underſtood of the church o 


is church ſhould entertain any ſuch uncharitable thoughts 
of. cthers: and thefefore I. believe, that; capnot_be the 
meaning of this phraſe, which in many, places. of ſcrip- 
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Xii. 34. Lale ix. 62. and xvi. 16. Col. i. 13. and iv. 
24. 4 1 l. 22, S „„, „ 250 176 T6 270 Sropthb 
Nor can our Lord's aſſertion, ver. 3. and his own ex- 
planation of it, ver. 5, Except a man be born again of wa- 
ter, and of the ſpirit, be underſtood only in ſome myſti- 
cal ſenſe; becauſe ſush an explanation would have left 
Nicodemus full as ignorant, and as much in the dark, how 
to underſtand him, as he was before: but on the con- 
trary, they are ſpoken of in ver. 5. as two things really 
diſtin, and yet cloſely accompanying each other in e- 
very one, who enters into the viſible church of Chriſt. Nor 
can the words be underſtood of the ſupernatural gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt; for the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, be- 


' cauſe that Feſus was net yet glorified, John vii. 39. © And \ 


therefore it is not at all likely, that our Lord would diſ- 
courſe to Nicademus about a thing, of which he could not 
poſſibly have any knowledge or underſtanding, and which 
was not in his power to obtain. But our Lord /pake and 
teſtiſiad to him, that which was both known and ſeen, ver. 

11. which is literally true of the moral change, and the 
adminiſtration of holy baptiſm; and there fore he ſaid un- 
to him, ver. 7. Marvel not that ¶ ſaid unto thee, ye muſi 
be born again. As much as if he had ſaid, it is not com- 
ing to me, or converfing with me by night, Nicodemus, 
nor yet believing my miracles, and confeſſing that 1 


am 4, teacher come from Gad, which will make you a mem- 


ber of my church. In order to that, you muſt be bap- 
tized, and undergo a moral change in the ſpirit and tem- 
per of your mind. After this, he upbraids him for his 
dulneſs and ignorance, ver. 10; and ver. 1 1. he blames 
him for not receiving his witneſs, and then adds, ver. 12. 
E baue told va of earthly: things, and ye believe not, 

t is, if you do not believe and obey me in thoſe things, 
which relate only to the conſtitution of my church here 
upon the earth, and without which neither you NMicode- 


mus, nor any man elſe, can enter into, or become a mem- 


ber thereof: how can I expect that you will believe, if 7 
tell ou ' of heavenly things ? things relating to my own 
incarnation, that ſupernatural change, which I myſelf 
have pafied- thro'; Fobn i. 14. 2 Cor. xv. 47. or of that 
change, which will take place upon my true diſciples, in 
the reſurrection from the dead, when they ſhall be made 

partakers in the glories of another, future, and better 
kingdom with the church triumphant; or if I ſhould 


deliver to you, without ſuch eaſy compariſons, as the 
| | blowing 


s 
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biowies of the wind, and the birth of u man, the moie 
' ſublime parts of my heavenly doctrine: And to ſhew the 
neceflity and advantage of an honeſt mind to prepare inen 
for the feception- of the truth, he fays, But be thut doth 
the truth, cometh to the light, thet bir deeds may be mad 
_— , that they are wrought. in God; „ 

aving thus prepared my way, I now proceed to an 
argument or two, which 1 hope may be of ſome uſe to- 
wards removing that, which hath hitherto kept you from 
being —— to the poſitive inftitution of baptiſm, 
which is the entrance into the. fold, or viſible church of 
Chrift: And, if our Lord Jefus Chriſt hath 753 
the baptiſm of water, when a6companied with 
tal change, .as the only way, for believers in him to be 
made members of his viſible chutch; and hath y 
declared, that eat a mer be lun of water; or is bap- 
tizeds he cannot enter into, or become à member of big 
cChureb; it then ſallowa, that no man, who hath not been 
planted into the church of Chtif' by by  baptifm, oughe' to 
look upon himſelf as-a member thereof; unleſs he can 
ſhew, that Chrift allows of fome other way, for ſuch 
| beliavers to be made members of bis church here on earth. 
Bue if our Lord does any where allow, that believers in 
him may be_planeed into, er acenumted members of his 
viſible church, tho" they never were baptized 5 then the 
places where Chriſt: doth: allow it, is. ro be found, and 
ara is not: the only way by which believers in him 

y' be plasted together in a church ftate 5 and our 
Lord could not have ſaid, that Harept a man be len 
water, that is baptized; br . 
of Gad, or viſible church ef briſl. 

Again, If Chriſt hath: appointed no other n 
than that of baptiſm. for the adwiifion: of believers into 
his viſible chunch. them a buliever's partaking at the holy 
communion, without ever having been baptined, cannot 
conſtitute him a member of Chriſt's vi ſihle church, The 
Lord's ſuppet im ite inſtitutiim was nov deſigned to initi- 
ate believers into the church of Chriſt, but, om the com 
ary, it appears to haue been inſtitused as ſtanding fign 
of that ſaith, into which the were baptized';/ and-as a 
meant of preſerving tbem in the chriſtian practice, and 
Sonſequetitly, io the anjohment of the? and pri 
uileges of the: chriſtian chureh hoſtomed by Chriff-upon 
_ ww eee ber 


* ( 103 ) . 
churoh by bapulgi adminifiered ts hem according is l. 


on appointment. 
9 — Chriſtiam therefore can think this ordinance of 
aptiſm fuch a —_ „and infignificant E „ that 
nt 10 ſt, or let it if 
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performed by by immerſion, in obedience to the 
mand, it is worthy our obſervation, that 
Matr. ni. 15, 16. Thus it becometh us to 
eee 
u t nt 
how All Chriſtiand o «to think of it, hon dong in ohe 
yes to God. It hath not only the higheſt apptobation of 
the Son of God, both from 
Rkewiſe of the moſt high, es doch the ſubmiſſon of 
his only begotten Som thereto, | | te to himſelf; 
hen he ſaid, with an audible obo qr Tihis ir 

my beloved Son, 4 
th er 7 On dhe 17. 
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righteouſneſs. For of this inſtitution in particular, as 


wouds and example ;- but 
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ples with his own, moſt bleſſed and holy hands, Jabs iii, 
22, 23, 26-alluded to perhaps, 1 Cor... va, as the boaſt 


| | ſons reſting contented with any imperfeR admini- 
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three years; before he inftituted his holy ſupper. Nor does 
it appear from the nature of it, that he ever would harre 


inſtituted that ordinance, if he had been always to con- 
tinue with his church in perſon. And there is ſome rea- 


Ton from 1 Gor. xi. 26. to think, that tho* baptiſm ſhall 
continue to the end of the world; yet this ſhall be laid 


aide, when Chriſt ſhall come and appear again among his 


church and people. But as he was then about to leave them, 
and they would be deprived of the privilege and bleſſing of 


converſing with him, and receiving the divine oracles 
from his mouth ; he inſtituted his holy ſupper to be ſtated- 
ly obſerved in his church, that, by the uſe of it, he 
might be frequently brought to their remembrance, as the 
moſt likely means to cheriſh and keep alive in their minds 
a due regard to the doctrines and precepts, which he had 


given them, together with the other exceeding great bleſ- 
ſings, which they will receive by him according to pro- 


miſe. This alſo had a natural tendency to revive in their 
minds the obligations, which they are under to him, in 
having been conſtituted members of his church by bap- 


tiſm. And it was only to fuch perſons, who were thus 


made members of his church, that he ſpake, when he inſti- 


tuted his holy ſupper ; ſaying, This do in remembrance 9 
me. Now this being the end, for which the Lord's-ſup- 


= was appointed; it follows, that, if an unbaptized be- 
iever partakes thereof an hundred times, it will never 
conſtitute him a member of the viſible church of Chrift, 
any more than Nicodemus's going to Chrift by night, and 
converſing with him, believing his miracles, and owning 


him to be @ teacher come from God, conſtituted him 4 


member of Chriſt's viſible church. Our Lord has re- 
jected ſuch a faith, and fuch a coming to him, Luke vi. 
46. And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I ſay ? The believer, whom he approves, is 
one that cometh to him, giving heed to his ſayings, and in 
conſequence of that, is found doing them, digging deep, 
and laying his foundation on a rock, ſo that it cannot be 


moved. And that no man might fancy himſelf a mem-, 


ber of his vifible church, or flatter himſelf with being 


eſteemed the friend and diſciple of Chriſt upon any terms, 


which are ſhort of uniform obedience ; our bleſſed Lord 
has plainly fignified, that he will not look upon amy as 
ſuch, who have not reſpect to all his commands; when 
he fays, Jahn xv. 14. 17 are my frients,” if yr dv whatſe- 

ind you : which ſhould induee & very believer 
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11 
conſcientiouſly to obſerve the poſitive, as well as the moral 
precepts of his goſpel. He hath alſo in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner aſſured us, that Except a man be born of water, and of 
tbe ſpirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. So 
that every unbaptized believer, who hath been a partaker 
of that ordinance, which was inſtituted only for thoſe 
who had been conſtituted members of the church o 
Chriſt by baptiſm ; and no where appears to have been 
given to, or deſigned for any others, ſhould ſeriouſly con- 
ſider; whether his firſt participation was not ſo far from N 
conſtituting him a member of Chriſt's viſible church, that, c 
on the contrary, it might perhaps be only a profanation * 
of a divine inſtitution, of which he had then no right at |; 
all to partake, tho' he was at the ſame time a believer in 
Chriſt ; becauſe it appears clearly enough fromChriſt's own 
words, John ini. 5, that no man who is not born of water, 
and of the ſpirit, that is, no unbaptized perſon, can ſee the 
. kingdom of God, or enter into his church. 

[Moreover all ſuch perſons have the more reaſon to con- 
clude thus, when thoſe expreſs dee e of Juſtin Martyr, 
and the apoſtolical conſtitutions are ſeriouſly conſidered by 
them. The conſtitutions, in the office for the euchariſt, ? 
B. vii. ch. 25. ſay, Let no one eat of theſe things that is 
© not initiated; but thoſe only who have been baptized in- 

to the death of the Lord, But if any one that is not 

initiated conceal himſelf, and partake of the ſame, he 

eats eternal damnation ; becauſe, being not of the faith 

of Chriſt, he has partaken af ſuch things as it is not 

lawful for him to partake of, to his own puniſhment. 

But if any one is a partaker through ignorance, inſtruct 

him quickly, and initiate him, that he may not go out 

and deſpiſe you.“ And that theſe evils: might be effectu- 

ally prevented, it is thus appointed, after the public ſer- 

| vice is over, and before the celebration of the euchariſt, 

1 B. viii. ch. 5. Let the deacon aſcend upon ſome high 

© ſeat, and proclaim, Let none of the heaters, let none of 

| © the unbelievers ſtay.' Nay, ſuch ſtrict regard is there- 

in paid to the words of- Chriſt, that no unbaptized perſon 7M 

might fee the kingdom of God, or enter into his church, 

= that ch. xii. after the:prayers for catechumens, and ſeve- 

ral other forts of perſons, who are bid to depart at the l; 

8 cloſe of each prayer, the deacon is appointed to proclaim 
a ſecond time, Let none of the catechumens, let none 
© of the hearers, let none of the unbelievers, let none of 

the heterodox ſtay here. You who have pare ne 
; Ok A 


a 6 „ „ 
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© foregoing prayers depart. Something of this is retain- 
| ed in our eftabliſhed church; for ſhe will not ſuffer any 
perſons to be prefent at the Lord's-Supper, but thoſe only, 
who communicate; tho' I have heard of an inſtance or 
two, when at the conſecration of a new church or chap- 


pel; the people in general were permitted to ſtay as ſpec- 


tators, tho' they did not communicate. But in common 


it is quite otherwiſe ; and yet all the diſſenters are by 


law forbid to ſhut the doors of their meeting houſes, even 
whilſt this holy ordinance is adminiſtering. And how 
very carefully theſe rules, appointed in the conftitutions, 
were obſerved by all Chriſtians, in the firſt and pureſt ages 
of the church, is manifeſt from the apologies written b 
Fuſtin, Tertullian, and others, who vindicated the chrii- 
tian church from thoſe odious calumnies, which the heathen 
caſt upon them, on account of their not ſuffering any 
perſons to be preſent at the celebration of the Lord's-ſup- 
per, but only thoſe, who were members of the church. 
The words of Tuſtin are very clear, where ſpeaking of 
the euchariſt he fays, To which none are admitted, 
but who believes our doctrine to be true, having been 
<« waſhed in the laver of regeneration: for the remiflion of 
<« fins, and living as Chriſt has taught. As many'as be- 
<« ing convinced do believe the things we teach, and pro- 
. £6-miſe to live according to them, after prayer and faſt- 
<« ing, are led by us to the water, and are regenerated 
e after the ſame manner as we alſo were.” 9 = 
How therefore any congregation of Chriſtians, order- 
ly conſtituted upon the fix foundation principles of the 


doctrine of Chriſt, ſet forth as the rule of all chriſtian 


ſettlement, inſeparably appertaining to every believer, 
Feb. vi. 1, 2. can think of admitting perſons to the 
Lord's-table, who, they know and believe in their own 
conſciences, were never born of water, and of the ſpirit, 
according to the appointment of Chriſt in his holy word ; 
or how they can vindicate themſelves therein, it behoves 


them. ſeriouſly to conſider, Is it not more likely to hin- 
der the obedience. of ſuch perſons, and keep them from 


ſubmitting to baptiſm, rather than to be any means of 
ſtirring them up to their duty? Moreover, not only they, 


but other perſons alſo may perhaps be induced to think, it 
tooks too much like aT K- their own baptiſm ; or at 


{ „ Embn's Tutu, P. 456. Reeves's Apologies, f. 120. and 
5. 104—106. N | | | 
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leaf] a tacit declaration to all men, that in their eſteem it 
is an indifferent thing. But can it be reaſonably thought, 
the Son of God, the Lord of life and glory, would inſti- 
tute an ordinance of fo trifling and inſignificant a nature, 
that any man may be obedient to it, or let it alone, as he 
. pleaſes ; and yet be received to memberſhip in his church, 
and alſo partake of his holy ſupper 3 notwithſtanding his 
expreſs words, that Except a man be born again of water 
and of the ſpirit, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God, or en- 
ter into his church, John iii. 3. 5. And whether the 
guilt of ſuch a profanation by unbaptized communicants 
may not be laid to their charge in the awful day of ac- 
count, is what, in my opinion, they ought to weigh ma- 
turely, and conſider with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs. This 
1s certain, that there can be no neceſſity for admitting 
| ſuch perſons, and it is undoubtedly moſt ſafe to avoid any 

hazard of the divine diſpleaſure. ] 
And if an unbaptized believer, who has once communi- 
cated, ought not then to have come to the Lord's table; 
becauſe he had not been planted into the church of Chriſt 
by baptiſm, in obedience to our Lord's command; he 
ought alſo to conſider, whether every time he communi- 
cates at the Lord's table, whilſt he remains unbaptized, 
is any thing elſe but a repetition of the firſt profanation ? 
For if it was at firſt unlawful or unfit for him to partake 
of the Lord's-ſupper, becauſe he was not baptized; it muſt 
and will be unlawful and unkfit for him to partake thereof 
at any time, ſo long as he remains unbaptized. For a 
perſon's once doing a thing, which he had no right to do, 
can never give him a right to do the ſame thing again. 
And tho perhaps fuck a faulty. and unlawful communicat- 
ing at the Lord's table, when ariſing from the powerful 
influence of a wrong education, and done by a believer in 
the integrity. of his heart, knowing no better than that he 
might lawfully, nay, ſuppoſing perhaps, that it was his 
_ duty to partake of that ſupper, may be ſo. far from being 
laid to his charge as a ſin, that the integrity of his heart 
and the ſincerity of his intentipns, tho' not the actual par- 
taking, may be agceptable to God: yet after he comes to 
know, and to be convinced, that no man ought to come 
to the Lord's table, till he has ffrſt been baptized 3 his 
Tae re again, without ſubmitting to the or- 
ance of baptiſm, may be to his condemnation. From 
the guilt of which; and all other fins, an aſſured promiſe 
is made over to.the ſincere believer, upon 3 


two) 

the poſitive inſtitution of baptiſm, As ii. 38. and xxil, 
16. Mark xvi. 16. a bleſſing, not ſo certainly to be de- 
pended upon by any unbaptiged | believer. in the perform- 
| ance of any other chriftian duty whatſoever, whilſt he 
lives in the wilful negle& of this. And therefore let them 
who live in the wilful negle& of baptiſm, well confider, 
what the ſervants of Naaman faid ta theit maſter ; F the 
prophet had bid thee do ſome great thing, wouldeſt thou not 
have done it ® How much rather then, when he ſaith to 
thee, waſh and be clean? And as the Syrian had no pro- 
miſe of a cure any other way, than by dipping himſelf in 
Fanboy and could not therefore have the ban ground ta 
hope for his ever being cleanſed from his ores » if he 
wilfull neglected to do this, according to t irection 


given him, 2 Kings v. 10: ſo it beboves all unbaptized 
A. to conſider, whether they can have ſo good ground 
0 


to hope for the remiſſlon of ſin in the neglect of that 
ordinance, to which it is annexed, as if they are lincerely 
obedient to it, according to the appointment of God. 
I make no doubt but your candous will overlook the 


common errors of a writer; and that you. will not ag= 


count me uncharitable in my zeal for maintaining to tha 


ordinance pf N the uſe and end, for which, it was 
cannot allow; thoſe. Chriſtians. to be 


deſigned ; altho? 


But am, 
Dear Sir, your 


Norwich, April | 
18, 1740. 


[PRAM Ka lLINGWORTH. 
' ſ F Y 


( 110 )* 
The Second Letter. 


R EYE R s xD ; 878, 


T HE conceit, - which you 8 to me in our 
laft converſation, that all perſons become members of 
the church = fy Chr it, as ſoon as they believe in Chriſt, or 
are perſuaded in their minds, that the chriſtian revelation. 
it from God; tho they never were obedient to any inſtitution 
of Chrift, hath ſomething in it ſo very wild and roman- 
tic, that, upon this ſuppoſition, baptiſm would ſoon be 
laid alide 3 ad it "muſt be impoſſible for the church of 
"Chriſt to maintain any order or diſcipline, or indeed to, 
know who are, or who are not related to them, in the 
goſpel of Chriſt. For, if there is no initiatory rite to be 
_ obſerved, whereby believers are to be conſtituted mem- 
bers of his viſible church, can they be at all accountable 
- — church for their cohverſation ? Or is it poſſible, 
or groſs immoralities, to caſt thoſe out of the church, 


— have never been received into it by any rite? at 


this rate, tho a man walks ever ſo diſorderly, et if he 
ſays he believes the chriſtian inftitution, he m fill think 
himſelf a member of the viſible church of Chriſt, whe- 
ther others will own him, or not, and who then can pre- 
tend to ſay he is not? This notion therefore, as it gives 
ſome encburagement to licentiouſneſs, it ſeems alſo to be 
an inlet to diſorder and confuſion, and would render it 
almoſt impoſſible to deſcribe, what a viſible church of 
Gili: 

But as we were both agreed, that baptiſm is an intra- 
duttory ordinance, I thought my arguments from John iii. 5. 
ſufficient to take off the force of your objection. Nor did 
I imagine, that by your giving up the very foundation of 
your own objection, I ſhould have any further occafion to 
new, that baptiſm the initiating ordinance, by which 

ers are to br Laken i into the church of Chriſt: but 
that it is ſo, I think, is evident — from the follow- 

ing ſcriptures, | * 
$ 


1 "1s, 


* 
1 4 


9 


61110 


Ad, ii. 41. Then they that gladly received bis word, 
were baptized © and the ens day there were added unto 
them, [the church conſiſting of an hundred and twen 
men and women] about three thouſand fouls. Is it not the 


plain, obvious ſenſe of this place, that thoſe three thou- 


: and believers, who gladly received the goſpel preached by | 
St. Peter, were thereupon initiated into the church by 


baptiſm 3 and being by this ordinance conſtituted meni- 
bers of the church of Chriſt, were admitted to all the 


privileges and benefits of the ſame? For it is ſaid, ver. 42. 


They continued ſtedfaſtiy in the apofiles doftrine and fellowſhip, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. After which we 


read, that the Lord wrought- ſo powerfully upon the 


hearts of the people, by the wonders and figns—done by the 


ver. 43, 47. And how this was done, we, are full 
formed in the 41ſt verſe, as hath been obſerved.” : 
We have alſo a like expreſſion with this, A#s v. 14. 


y in- 


And believers were the more added to the Lord, ſor to the 
church, which is his body] multitudes both of men and 


women, I obſerve here, that thoſe perſons were believers, 
before they were added to the church ; and becauſe they 
were believers, ſomething was done, whereby they wete 
added to the Lord. And that this was baptiſm is ſufficient- 
ly plain, from A&s ii. 38, 41. But if a bare believing in 
Chriſt, or a declaration, that they believed the chriſtian 


religion was from God, added them to his viſible church 


or was ſufficient of itſelf to conſtitute them members 
thereof, without there being baptized, St. Luke would 
hardly have expreſſed himſelf in ſuch terms, as plainly 


ſhew, that believing, and being added to the church, were | 


two diſtin& things ; ſo that the former was only a qualifi- 


cation for the latter. The context in this place likewiſe 


plainly ſhews,. according to Grotius and Beza, as Dr. 
Whitby obſerves,” that there were mam believers, who mag. 


E » » 4 
 niffed the apoſtles, but durft nat join themſelves to, or aſſoci- 
ate with them as members, becauſe they were not yet of 


#he church. | 


I mentioned to you what the apoſtle ſays, Rom. vi. 5. 
of Chriſtians in his time being planted together in the like-: 
neſs of Chrif?'s death; thereby alluding to baptiſm, as the: 
way by which they were conſtituted members of his viſi- 


ble church. Nor can _ thing leſs be underſtood by their 
being baptized into Feſus Chriſt, ver. 3, or into the church 


Which, 


apoſtles, and by their daily preaching in the temple, that 
poſt were added to the church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. : 
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(na) 
which Þs his body. But a word to the wiſe is ſufficient ; | 
'and therefore I Will only add, that the remarkable paſ- 
ſage of the ſame apoſtle, which informs us, that the w — 
by which belieyer puts on Chriſt, or takes upon him the 

profeſſian of his religion, is by being nA PTIZ ED INTO 
8 For ye are all the. child en of God. by fuith in 

8 Feſus., For as many of you. as have been te. 

Chrift, have put on Chrift, Gal. iii. 26, 27. And I can 

afure you, it would be the greateſt rejoicing to me, and 
many other members of the true viſible church of Chriſt, 

' to ſee or hear this of you; but it would. be mare abul-⸗ 
dantly to your own joy and comfort, vhieh that you may 
experience, as the | unuch did 8 vid. 39.18 is the — 5 
prayer of, 


5 = : 6 * * 425 
a * 1 1 — 2 
Norwich, My Dear S I R, &c. | 
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